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SUBJECT: REPORTED SOVIET SPONSORED DEAL ON WESTERN SAHARA 

1 . BRITISH EMBASSY HAS PASSED ON POLLOWING REPORT WHICH IT 

OBTAINED FROM MOROCCAN SECOND SECRETARY: APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS 
AGO FIRST DEP PON MIN KUZNETSOV TOLD MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR THAT 
MOROCCO SHOULD RATIPY 1972 TINDOUP TREATY DEALING WITH WESTERN 
SAHARA, AND IP IT DID, HE, KUZNETSOV, WAS "CONVINCED" THAT 
ALGERIA WOULD CEASE ITS SUPPORT TO POLISARIO PRONT. ACCORDING 
TO REPORT, KUZNETSOV DENIED HE WAS SPEAKING POR ALGERIANS, 

BUT MOROCCAN EMBASSY IS CONVINCED ALGERIANS KNEW AND APPROVED 
OP THIS GESTURE. ACCORDING TO MOROCCAN SECOND SECRETARY, 

MOROCCO HAS NO INTENTION OP RATIPYING TINDOUP TREATY AT MOMENT 
AND IS CLAIMING THIS MUST WAIT AT LEAST UNTIL PARLIAMENT MEETS 
IN SPRING, 1977. 

2. BRITISH EMBOPP TOLD US THEY FOUND WHOLE SCENARIO A BIT 
HARD TO BELIEVE. WE PASS IT ALONG POR WHAT IT IS WORTH. 

3. BRITISH HAVE ALSO PASSED ON MOROCCAN SECOND SECRETARY'S 
STATEMENT THAT SOVIETS HAVE EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO MEDIATE 
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I.E., MOROCCO, MAURITANIA, AND ALGERIA, BUT MOROCCANS DO 
NOT INTEND TO SEEK SUCH MEDIATION. 

4. IN COMMENTING ON THIS, BRITISH CITE FRENCH AMBASSADOR'S 
STATEMENT THAT KING HASSAN HAS MADE IT CLEAR HE WOULD GIVE 
UP TINDOUF IS HIS CLAIM TO WESTERN SAHARA WAS RECOGNIZED, 

BUT, OE COURSE, SOVIET SUGGESTION FALLS SHORT OF THIS. 

REPORTED SOVIET OFFER WOULD NOT BE INCONSISTENT, HOWEVER, WITH 
MOSCOW'S ATTEMPT TO MAINTAIN A CONSTRUCTIVE BUT LOW PROFILE 
ON WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE. 
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